NATIONS, LEAGUE OF
 2482
 NATIONS, LEAGUE OF
 
naval forces the members of the league shall
severally contribute to the armaments of
forces to be used to protect the covenants of
the league.
The members of the league agree, further,
that they will mutually support one another
in the financial and economic measures which
are taken under this article, in order to mini-
mize the loss and inconvenience resulting
from the above measures, and that they will
mutually support one another in resisting any
special measures aimed at one of their number
by the covenant-breaking state, and that they
will take the necessary steps to afford pas-
sage through their territory to the forces of
any of the members of the league which are
co-operating- to protect the covenants of the
league.
Any member of the league which has vio-
lated any convenant of the league may be de-
clared to be no longer a member of the league
by a vote of the council concurred in by the
representatives of all the other members of
the leag-ue represented thereon.
Article Seventeen.
In the event of a dispute between a mem-
ber of the league and a state which is not a
member of the league, or between states not
members of the league, the state or states not
members of the league shall be invited to
accept the obligations of membership in the
league for the purposes of such dispute, upon
such conditions as the council may deem just.
If such invitation is accepted, the provisions
of articles twelve to sixteen inclusive shall be
applied with such modifications as may be
deemed necessary by the council.
Upon such invitation being given, the coun-
cil shall immediately institute an inquiry into
the circumstances of the dispute and recom-
mend such action as may seem best and most
effectual in the circumstances.
If a state so invited shall refuse to accept
the obligations of membership in the league
for the purposes of such dispute, and shall re-
sort to war against a member of the league,
the provisions of article sixteen shall be ap-
plicable as against the state taking such ac-
tion.
If both, parties to the dispute, when so in-
vited, refuse to accept the obligations of
membership in the league for the purposes of
such dispute, the council may take such
measures and make such recommendations as
will prevent hostilities and will result in the
settlement of the dispute.
Article Eighteen.
Every convention or international engage-
ment entered into henceforward by any mem-
ber of the league, shall be forthwith regis-
tered with the secretariat and shall, as soon
as possible be published by It. No such,
treaty or international engagement shall foe
binding- until so registered.
Article Nineteen,
The assembly may from time to time advise
the reconsideration "by members of the league
of treaties which have become inapplicable,
an<J the consideration of international condi-
 tions whose continuance might endanger the
peace of the world.
Article  Twenty.
The members of the league severally agree
that this covenant is accepted as abrogating
all obligations or understandings inter se
which are inconsistent with the terms thereof,
and solemnly undertake that they will not
hereafter enter into any engagements incon-
sistent with the terms thereof.
In case members of the league shall, before
becoming a member of the league, have un-
taken any obligations inconsistent with the
terms of this covenant, it shall be the duty of
such member to take immediate steps to pro-
cure its release from such obligations.
Article  Twenty-One.
Nothing in this convenant shall be deemed
to affect the validity of international engage-
ments, such as treaties of arbitration or
regional understandings like the Monroe
doctrine for securing the maintenance of
peace.
Article Twenty-Two.
To those colonies and territories which, as
a consequence of the late war, have ceased to
be under the sovereignty of the states which
formerly governed them and which are inhab-
ited by peoples not yet able to stand by them-
selves under the strenuous conditions of the
modern world, there should be applied the
principle that the well being- and develop-
ment of such peoples form a sacred trust of
civilization and that securities for the per-
formance ot this trust should be embodied in
this covenant.
The best method of giving- practicable effect
to this principle is that the tutelage of such
peoples be intrusted to advanced nations who,
by reason of their resources, their experience
or their geographical position, can best under-
take this responsibility and who are willing
to accept it, and that this tutelage should be
exercised by them as mandatories on behalf
of the league.
The character of the mandate must differ
according1 to the state of the development ot
the people, the geographical situation of the
territory, its economic condition, and other
similar circumstances.
Certain communities formerly belonging: to
the Turkish empire have reached a stage of
development where their existence, as inde-
pendent nations, can be provisionally recog1-
nized subject to the rendering of administra-
tive advice and assistance by a mandatory
until such time as they are able to stand alone.
The wishes of these communities must be a
principal consideration in the selection of the
mandatory peoples, especially those of central
Africa, who are at such a stage that the
mandatory must be responsible for the ad-
ministration of the territory under conditions
which will g-uarantee freedom of conscience
or religion subject only to the maintenance of
public order and morals, the prohibition of
abuses, such as the slave trade, the arms
traffic, and the liquor traffic and the preven*
tion of the establishment of fortifications or

